
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Fugue and Choral on “Ave Maris Stella” Flor Peeters 

* HYMN 495 We know That Christ Is Raised Engelberg 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 97): 

 Leader: The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice;  

 People: Let the many coastlands be glad! 

 Leader: The heavens proclaim God's righteousness;  

 People: And all the peoples behold God's glory. 

 Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song,  

 People: For the LORD has done marvelous things! 

 INTROIT  Richard Proulx 

 The Lord is King! He is robed with majesty. Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and 
 every eye will see him.   
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Gracious God, you called us to be one, but we choose division over 
 unity.  You created a world without lines, but we chose to draw 
 borders.  In the midst of hatred that divides people of different 
 nations, ethnic groups, classes, religions and gender - God, forgive  
 us.   In the midst of our difficulty in accepting each other and in 
 respecting our differences - God, forgive us.  In the midst of the 
 greed that exploits the work of human hands and lays waste to the 
 earth - God, forgive us.  In the midst of our indifference to the plight 
 of the oppressed - God, forgive us.  Lord, you told us to have courage 
 and to trust in you alone.  Help us to overcome our fears, for they 
 hold us back from being truly your people.  Embolden us to walk in 
 your ways and bring peace to your world.  We ask this in the name of 
 our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  Thanks 
be to God!  Amen. 

* RESPONSE Hymnal No. 106, Verse 1 Alleluia No. 1 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. 
Alleluia…  



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened            
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN    

* HYMN 392 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord  Hall 

   + Children and Youth leave for their Classes. + 

  THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 97:7-12 

ANTHEM Ave Maria (The Angelus) Franz Beibl 

 The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary And she conceived of the Holy Ghost. 
 Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us 
 sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord, Be it done unto me according to  
 Thy word. 
 And the Word was made flesh, And dwelt among us. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 16:16-34 

SERMON                   “Exceeding Expectations”  Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY God Is Gone Up Gerald Finzi 

 God is gone up with a triumphant shout. The Lord with sounding Trumpets’ melodies:  
Sing praises out, unto our King, sing praise seraphicwise!  Lift up your heads, ye lasting 
doors, they sing, and let the King of Glory enter in. Methinks I see Heaven’s sparkling 
courtiers fly, in flakes of Glory down him to attend,  And hear heartcramping notes of 
melody surround his chariot as it did ascend; mixing their music, making ev’ry string 
More to enravish as they this tune sing.          EDWARD TAYLOR (1642 – 1729) 

                     



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS                   Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  forever. 
 Amen.  

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 144 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!  Hyfrydol 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE    Toccata on “Ave Maris Stella”  Peeters 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

   *     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Psalm 97:7-12 (NRSV) 

 All worshipers of images are put to shame, those who make their 
boast in worthless idols; all gods bow down before him. 
8Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice, because of your 
judgments, O God. 
9For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted  
far above all gods. 
10The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; 
he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 



 

 

11Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 
12Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his  
holy name! 
 

Acts 16:16-34 (NRSV) 

 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a  
slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a  
great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and 
us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for 
many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, 
“I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour. 19But when her owners saw that their hope  
of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged 
them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had 
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are 
disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are 
not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined 
in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their 
clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had 
given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered 
the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he  
put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly 
there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the  
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw 
the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul 
shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 
29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling 
before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the 
same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought 



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the Visitor Card in the blue folder at the end  
of your pew. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. 
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ken Stevens, Captain 
     Joan Johnson        Shirley Murdock     Beverly Sheriff         Ron Wittreich  
 
The Lay Assistant this morning is David Macfarlane. David has been 
Director of Music and Organist at FPC since 2002. A native of Chicago,  
he holds degrees from University of Illinois, University of Hartford and a 
doctorate from Rutgers, which he earned in 2000. In addition to his work  
at FPC, David is organist at Temple Beth El in Spring Valley, NY and is 
Adjunct Professor and Chorus Director at Bergen Community College. 
David is active in the American Guild of Organists and has won elective 
office and performance competitions through that organization.  David  
lives in Bogota with his two sons, William and Jamison, two foster  
children, Brian and Larry, and his dogs Dolly and Pepper. 
 
The FLOWERS today are dedicated to the glory of God in loving  
memory of our great grandfather, Sung-Eun Kim, given in remembrance  
by his loving family.   
 
The roses and carnations distributed by our ushers are in honor of the 
mothers and mother-figures of our lives. A red flower signifies that she is 
living; a white flower signifies that she is in the care of Almighty God. 
 
The red rose in the Chancel celebrates the birth of Matthew Choi on  
May 6, 2013, son of Myung and Jennifer Choi, brother of Katie Choi. 
 
  

them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

*     *     *     *     * 




